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Afghanistan, sometime in the first decade
of the 21st century His ears rang. He lay
dazed, enveloped in a cloud of dirt and
dust, buried beneath a layer of rubble. His
head spun as if he had been mercilessly
tossed around for hours, and he knew he
couldnt stand up, because his legs wouldnt
hold him. He groaned and began to
tentatively feel about his body for wounds.
When his hands came back he expected
them to be covered in blood. But if they
were, he couldnt tell. He blacked out, and
when he came to again he could make out
faint images of people standing around
him, talking to one another. He breathes, a
heavily accented voice said. Hes lucky,
said another. Everyone else is dead. Dead?
Is that what had happened? Was he still
alive? And if so, where was he? He felt
hands on him then, lifting him, carrying
him away. Ive been captured, he thought.
What will they do to me when they find out
who I am, and what Im doing here? In this
land, with these people, it was a question
he couldnt answer. But he knew if he wasnt
dead yet, he would be soon. Action,
drama, political, military
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